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Digitalisation and Future Learning
Webinar 1: Caribbean and Indian Ocean
18 September 2024
07:00 - 08:30 PST
Zoom Link 1

Webinar 2: Pacific
25 September 2024
17:00 - 18:30 PST
Zoom Link 2

Background

The proposed webinars follow up on Session 8D at the CCEM meeting held during the
22nd Commonwealth Conference of Education Ministers meeting held in London in
May 2024.

The session was chaired by:

Hon Ismail Shaffeeu, Minister of Education, Maldives

Hon Dr Justin Valentin, Minister of Education, Seychelles.

Participating countries included Barbados, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Samoa,
Seychelles and Sri Lanka.

Overview of Session 8D

e Discussed the limitations and challenges to traditional education systems, and
explored how technology could help mitigate this.

e Discussed the digital divide and its impact on various Commonwealth
member states

e Reflected on positive experiences in deploying appropriate technology, and
how discussed how these initiatives were scaled

e Discussed the need to establish a Digitalisation Working Group.

Key questions:
¢ How can we overcome traditional limitations in education systems.?
e How can we ensure equitable access to technology-enabled learning in a
sustainable way?
e How can we learn from the experiences from member states in implementing
technology at scale?

Summary of discussion:
e Continuous training of teachers was emphasised, as some member states
raised concerns about gaps, capability and skill



e The importance of creating strong policies and legislation to govern the
integration of Al in the sector. Emphasis was also made on data protection
policies.

e Working to eliminate the digital divide is vital, and much can be done by
leveraging key partnerships with organisations such as COL.

Recommendations:
e Establish a Digitalisation Working Group.
e Collate a collection of reflective case studies of practice and advance a
research agenda.
e Support greater collaboration between member states in terms of addressing
digitalising processes, digital content and overcoming the digital divide.

Rationale and Methodology

The two regional webinars are seen as a first step in taking the above agenda
forward.

Each session will take the form of a panel discussion followed by a more open
discussion. Each panellist will be invited to make a short 10-minute presentation. The
discussion will then be opened to participants for comments and questions. The
panellists will each then make short closing remarks. Participants will be invited to
share a reflective case study of practice.

The format of the session is as follows:
1. Opening remarks by Chair.
2. Panel Discussion. Key questions for panel members to address:
a. What has been done to overcome the limitations of the campus-based
educational system?
b. What has been done to ensure equitable access to technology-enabled
learning in a sustainable way?
c. What has been learned from the experiences of implementing
technology at scale?
d. What should we do, together, going forward?

Expected Outcomes of the session:
1. The identification of countries and institutions for possible future support.
2. Sharing of a template to assist with the development of a country-level case
study.
3. Agreement on a timeline for follow-up after the session.



